Glossary

Blending- Blending is the process of combining syllables from their
phonemes in the correct order to read whole words.
Digraph- A digraph is a two-letter grapheme that represents one phoneme/
sound. For example /sh/ represents one phoneme/sound in ‘shop’ and the
vowel digraph /oa/ represents one phoneme/sound in ‘boat’.
Exception Words– Words which don’t follow the rules and patterns and are
therefore often misspelt.
Homograph- Homographs are words that are spelled the same but have
different meanings (and may or may not have different pronunciations). For
example the word, ‘read’, “He read that whole book!” compared to “I like to
read in bed”.
Homophone– Homophones are words which sound the same but are spelt
differently such as ‘there’, ‘their’ and ‘they’re’.
Phoneme- A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word.
Segmenting- “I want to spell frog, what phonemes can I hear, and what
graphemes are those phonemes represented by?” It is the reverse skill to
blending, and also called spelling.
Spelling Pattern– Spellings which follow a particular pattern, such as
double consonant words.
Spelling Rule– A rule that can be applied to many spellings to help with
remembering different spelling patterns, e.g. i before e, except after c (with
exceptions!).
Split Digraph- A split digraph is where another letter comes in between the
two graphemes of a single phoneme/sound, for example, the ‘K’ in ‘make’
separates the digraph /ae/, creating split digraph /a_e/.
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Curriculum expectations in Year 3/4

Different Learning Styles


“Pupils should learn to spell new words correctly and have
plenty of practice in spelling them.
As in years 1 and 2, pupils should continue to be supported
in understanding and applying the concepts of word
structure.
Pupils need sufficient knowledge of spelling in order to use
dictionaries efficiently.”
-National Curriculum (2014)






















Verbal- When I read, speak & write I learn
Choose 5 spelling words and Use each in a different sentence
Use a dictionary to find the meanings of 6 challenging words.
Mathematical- I am logical and work well with
numbers
Use scrabble tiles to work out the sum of each of your words.
Write your spelling words in order from least letters to most
letters.
Visual/Spatial- Art, Geometry and Visual imagery are
important to me
Create a crossword from your words.
Rainbow Words - spell words using different coloured markers
or crayons for each letter.
Kinaesthetic- I am hands on and enjoy physical
activity
Ball toss back and forth in pairs spelling each other’s words
Play Google Spell Up
Musical- Music and rhythm make sense to me
Clap out and record the syllables in each of your spelling
words.
Create a tongue twister using your words.
Interpersonal- I work well in groups
Mystery Letters – in pairs write words with missing letters. Child
must figure out which letters are missing
Partner spell: Take it in turns to spell each other’s word letter
by letter.
Intrapersonal- I work well on my own
Complete a look, say, cover, write, check
Use your spelling words to write a story. Underline your words
in red.

difficult
disappear
early
earth
accident(ally) eight/eighth
actual(ly)
enough
address
exercise
answer
experience
appear
experiment
arrive
extreme
believe
famous
bicycle
favourite
breath
February
breathe
forward(s)
build
fruit
busy/business grammar
calendar
group
caught
guard
centre
guide
century
heard
certain
heart
circle
height
complete
history
consider
imagine
continue
increase
decide
important
describe
interest
different

Year 3/4
Word List

island
knowledge
learn
length
library
material
medicine
mention
minute
natural
naughty
notice
occasion(ally)
often
opposite
ordinary
particular
peculiar
perhaps
popular
position
possess(ion)
possible
potatoes
pressure
probably
promise

purpose
quarter
question
recent
regular
reign
remember
sentence
separate
special
straight
strange
strength
suppose
surprise
therefore
though/
although
thought
through
various
weight
woman/
women

Year 3/4 Useful Websites

Google Spell-up- https://spellup.withgoogle.com/
Spelling Frame- https://spellingframe.co.uk/
Spelling Bee- https://spelling-bee.com/?fca=1&success=0#/
Spelling City- https://www.spellingcity.com/
Skills Wise- http://primarygamesarena.com/Play/
SpellingLetter-patterns-games-1072
Fun Brain- https://www.funbrain.com/games/spellaroo
Eduplace- http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmsv/smg/

Year 3/4 Useful Apps

Spelling Shed (£2.99 Apple App Store)
Mr Thorne’s Spell book (£1.99 Apple App Store)
Spelling Monster (£0.99 Apple and Google Play Stores)

Spelling Games and Activities

Year 3/4 Spelling
Patterns


Adding suffixes beginning
with vowel letters to words of
more than one syllable



expression, expansion,
musician)


Words with the ‘k’ sound spelt
ch (scheme, chorus)



Words with the ‘s’h sound spelt
ch (chef, brochure)



Words ending with the ‘g’
sound spelt – gue and the ‘k’
sound spelt –que (league,

(forgetting, preferred)


The ‘i’ sound spelt y elsewhere
than at the end of words

(myth, gym, Egypt)


The ‘u’ sound spelt ou (young,

touch, double)


The suffix –ation

(information, adoration)


The suffix –ly (sadly, usually)



Words with endings sounding
like shor or /chor spelt –sure
or –ture (measure, treasure,

nature, picture)


The suffix –ous (poisonous,

jealous, obvious)

Endings which sound like
‘shun’, spelt –tion, –sion, –
ssion, –cian (invention,

unique)’


Words with the ‘s’ sound spelt
sc (science, fascinate)



Words with the ‘ay’ sound
spelt ei, eigh, or ey (vein,

neighbour, obey)


Possessive apostrophe with
plural words (girls’, boys’)



Homophones and nearhomophones (grate/great,

knot/not, rain, rein, reign)

