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September 2018  

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer and that all the children are well-rested and ready to 

tackle their final year at Asfordby Hill. We’ve got an exciting, jam-packed year ahead of us! 

 

We will be starting the term with a short topic on ‘Dinosaurs’. The children will take up their 

role as palaeontologists: looking at how fossils are formed and what they tell us about 

prehistoric life. We will be studying a variety of dinosaurs and writing information texts based 

upon them. We will be taking inspiration from Jurassic Park; Walking with Dinosaurs as well as 

a plethora of high-quality factual texts. The children will also be creating prehistoric art 

linked to the natural phenomenon: the Aurora Borealis.  

 

After this short topic, Oak Class will be moving onto learning about The Ancient Greeks. I’m 

rather excited about this! The class will be learning about how this ancient civilisation was 

created, developed and governed. They will look closely at how life would have differed had 

they been brought up in a specific city state (Athens, Sparta, Olympia etc.) The children will 

learn about the ancient form of democracy, monarchy and oligarchy and how it still has 

relevance today. And obviously, we cannot do a topic on Greece and not look at the Olympics; 

famous ancient philosophers and the people’s beliefs in the Gods (myths and legends). We will 

be looking at Greek artwork as well as recreating some ancient dishes (fussy eaters, make 

yourselves known!).  

 

In English this term, we will initially be focusing on developing the children’s creative flair. We 

will be developing their use of ambitious vocabulary (similes, metaphors, noun phrases etc.) as 

well as being able to create cohesion within and across a paragraph. There will be great 

emphasis placed on ‘Sentence Stacking’: creating high-level sentences that are well-structured 

and contain sophisticated levels of language. These sentences will be slowly crafted, with 

great levels of care and attention, and will come together to create a whole text. The skills 

that they learn throughout this process should enable them to recreate a text, of similar 

high-quality, completely independently. I am excited to see the progress the children make in 

writing this term. My aim is to be ‘blown away’ on a regular basis by what they produce. I am 

confident that I will achieve this aim. 

In maths, we will initially be focusing on place value; equipping children with confidence when 

manipulating numbers up to ten million. With these numbers, they will be able to read, compare 

and order them as well as being able to make estimations by rounding them to different 

amounts. Competency in place value is of key importance for future progress in maths. 
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Without a sound knowledge of what numbers represent, other aspects of the curriculum may 

become more difficult. After this, we will be spending a good bit of time focusing on the four 

number operations (and yes, this will include the ‘dreaded’ long division!). Within this, we will 

be continuing with our mastery approach to learning: once a child has shown that they are 

proficient in the skill and can apply it (fluency), we can go deeper by manipulating this skill 

when  solving complex problems.  

 

Throughout the year, Oak class will be getting to grips with what it means to be British and 

our associated values. The core values that we will be exploring are democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those of differing faiths. We will be 

looking closely at what each one of these statements means and how it applies to the children 

and their lives. We will also be comparing and contrasting how modern governments have 

stemmed from ideas and actions initially formed by the Ancient Greeks. 

 

Homework will be weekly spellings, reading (independently and discussion with an adult) and two 

activities set on a Friday. Please ensure the latter is done thoroughly and neatly – it is an essential 

aspect of your child’s education. As has been the case for many years, times tables is a focus with 

the government. At AHS we have always understood the significance of them and encourage their 

learning/revision weekly. 

 

PE will be taught weekly on Friday. However, if the weather is good or I feel physical exercise will 

be of great benefit to the children at that time, we may enjoy PE on a time separate occasion so 

they will need access to their kit at all times. The children will also continue with their brass 

lessons this year. This year, their lessons will be on a Wednesday morning so it is essential that 

their instrument is in school during that time. 
 

~ 
 

I am very excited (and slightly nervous) about my first year in Year 6. However, this has been a 

huge career goal for me and I know that, together, we will make this year an incredibly successful 

one. All I ask is that all the children work hard and persevere when things get tricky (which they 

will). I have no doubt in my mind that they can all achieve great things.  
 

If you have any queries or worries, please do not hesitate to pop in and speak to me. 

 

 

Miss Parrott 
 
 
 


