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September 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to your first term at Asfordby Hill. Mrs Spencer, Mrs Purkis and I have worked extremely hard this 

summer to create a fun, safe and stimulating learning environment and we are excited to begin exploring the 

curriculum with your children.  

 

Curriculum Information 

 

We are soon to start our main theme for this half term: The Lighthouse Keeper. We will use this book and the 

ideas of the children to explore the story in every area of the EYFS curriculum: 

 communication and language 

 physical development 

 personal, social and emotional development 

 literacy 

 mathematics 

 understanding the world 

 expressive arts and design 

 

We love to use stories and events as WOW moments to draw the children into the learning while having fun. 

Once the children are settled we will have directed maths, writing and phonics sessions daily. When not 

working with an adult children will have access to independent activities and play that will help develop their 

understanding of different concepts and skills.  While playing we will be sharing , taking turns, and helping 

each other. 

 

Reading and home learning. 

 

We want your child to develop a love of reading and enjoyment of books. Your child will hear stories, share 

books and read regularly throughout the school week. The person that shares a story with your child could be 

a teacher, learning support assistant, governor or volunteer. All children will start with picture books as we 

value highly the understanding, inference and deduction skills children can develop through pictures. In 

addition to this the children will begin to participate in guided reading sessions where they will share and 

investigate books as a small group. We ask that you sign their “Exploring at Home” book and leave a 

comment. Children who need to change their book should let us know in the morning when they get to 

school.  
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Each Tuesday children will be given a task in their “Exploring at Home” book which could be linked to any 

area of the EYFS curriculum. It may be a written or practical task to be completed by the following Monday. 

Also look out for phonics flash cards coming home after a few weeks. These should be practiced little but 

often.  

 

Other Information  

 

We would like to use our outside space throughout the year to support learning and enthusiasm in the 

classroom. To ensure that all children are able to participate, please make sure they have wellies and coats 

ready for all weathers. Please make sure your child has a PE kit in school all week.  

 

Refreshments: If you wish your child to have milk everyday, please remember to order online. Miss Webb is 

able to supply further details. Milk is free for under 5s, but you must be signed up. Named labelled bottles 

containing water are useful. We ask for water as juice, when left, can attract unwanted visitors. Fruit or 

vegetables for a snack are part of our daily routine and are free of charge. 

 

As you are aware our new tracking system ‘ Tapestry’ will allow you to be able to see what the children are 

learning, we will be activating parents accounts in the near future, look out for the login information and 

consent slips. 

 

Finally if you (or any family member) would like to offer help or share your skills with the children in Chestnuts, 

you will be most welcome. It would be fantastic for parents to come in and read during reading time or help 

with art, design or cooking activities. If you do have spare time available, please contact either myself or Miss 

Webb to arrange the appropriate paperwork. 

 

Looking forward to a great term ahead. Please don’t hesitate to ask any questions you may have. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Mr Amps 
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