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Welcome back everyone!   

 

I hope you have all had a wonderful Easter and have devoured plenty of chocolate (I know I have!). We ’re 

finally here: the Summer Term! This is a very important term in Year 2 and I will detail below what will be 

happening over the next few months.   
 

Topic and Core Subjects 

The topic for our Summer Term will be ‘Kings and Queens’. In this unit, we will be studying some of the 

significant monarchs in history with an in-depth look at Richard III in particular. The children will then be 

drawing comparisons between his reign and that of Queen Elizabeth II and Queen Victoria. The children will 

be looking at ‘The Secrets of Richard III’ and debating as to whether they believe he was the tyrannical 

monster that history painted him as being or a good king as recent studies have suggested. Finally, we will end 

the unit with ‘The Queen’s Tea Party’ where the children will take full control of designing and planning this 

event (do you think cucumber sandwiches might be on the menu?!) 
 

In Science, the children will be exploring the world of plant and seed growth and will be encouraged to care 

for and appreciate the living things and world around us. In this unit, the children will be taking a close look at 

seed growth and, hopefully, a plant growing competition may be involved.  
 

In English, the first week will be taking up with children mastering the art of using the apostrophe for 

contraction (cannot – can’t) and we will also be ensuring that their writing is consistently written in the 

correct tense (some children find this especially tricky). The rest of the term will consist of us consolidating 

their learning and making sure they apply their learning across a variety of text types and genres. We will also 

be focusing on handwriting as this is a key assessment focus for children at the end of Key Stage 1. We will 

begin the term with letter writing, using ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ as our main text and we will apply our 

learning here to writing invitations for ‘The Queen’s Tea Party’.  
 

In maths this term, we will be consolidating the children’s understanding of number and place value. We will 

continue to work on helping the children acquire and improve their ‘Number Sense’: the ability to be confident, 

fluid and flexible with number and decision making. Furthermore, we will be learning about how to tackle multi-

step word problems as well as being able to confidently describe and compare the properties of 3D shapes.  
 

Reading: ‘A child who reads will be an adult who thinks’ 
The progress children have made in reading fluency still astounds me. But I do not want us to become 

complacent. Children need to be reading their school book (alongside other books of their choosing) regularly 

at home and preferably to an adult or older sibling.  
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Whereas we saw an increase in the number of books being brought in for changing last term, I would still like 

this to increase further. Children will also be reading to an adult on  a 1:1 basis at least once a week and I will 

continue our daily whole class guided reading sessions which is having a huge impact on their learning. 

 

Other Information 

‘When Lightning Strikes, Search for The Rainbow’: this is our school motto with regards to our approach to 

developing children’s social and emotional wellbeing. This ethos encompasses the following seven game-changing 

characteristics: Understanding Others, Enthusiasm, Self-Control, Curiosity, Perseverance, Gratitude and 

Optimism.  We will use role play, drama as well as social stories to help children understand these 

characteristics in the hope that they will consciously use these skills throughout their everyday life.  

PE will continue to be taught on a Wednesday and a Friday. PE kit should ideally be in school at all times as we 

will take advantage of any good weather (fingers crossed). 

 

SATs 

Throughout the month of May, the children in Holly Class will be taking their KS1 SATs. This is kept very low-

key and is integrated as part of normal class activities as we try to avoid the word ‘test’. 
In Key stage 1 the SATS materials are used to confirm our teacher assessment only. Teacher assessment is 

based upon performance as a whole over a period of time. It is not just about the formal assessments that are 

made over the next few weeks or how a child performs on one particular day. We will make teacher 

assessments in English, Reading and Writing.  

At times, the teaching day and the children may be organised differently to accommodate how assessments 

are carried out. As a school we ensure that this is done in a calm and positive way to ensure that all children 

feel comfortable. There are no strict time pressures associated with these assessments to ensure the 

children feel comfortable and can work at their own pace.  

All staff at Asfordby Hill endeavour to make this a stress free time, and we ask that you support us with this. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Miss. L. Parrott 
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